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succeed against the Government; that is why we started to non-
co-operate among ourselves. Once we take a weapon out of its
sheath, it does not turn back but leads to our own destruction.
Hindus and Muslims started non-co-operation with each other, so
also did Swarajists and No-changers. In these two instances of
non-co-operation, there is war instead of peace, hate instead of love.
There is no mutual confidence, they don't want even to see each
other's face* Those who look upon pure love as a potent weapon,
what are they to do in such circumstances? What is the duty, in
these circumstances, of a man like me who claims to be an advocate
of non-violence? I am in the forefront of the struggle against the
Swarajists. I do not in the least approve of their programme of
entering the Councils, Therefore I fought them hard in the Con-
gress, acknowledged defeat and announced my intention to fight
again* I suppose that my good faith will be recognized and both
the groups will engage themselves in their respective programmes,
thereby helping each other. But iny expectations proved wrong,
There is disquiet in the minds of both* Preparations are afoot to
capture the Congress at Belgaum by majority strength. This is no
sign of love. The principle of majority does not work when diffe-
rences on fundamentals are involved* If both the parties are sus-
picious, bitterness is intensified. If the voters cast their votes not
intelligently but out of blind faith, then such voting does not serve
an educative purpose, but only leads to their degradation. If the
voters are trustful and cannot see the intricacies of a problem,, the
principle of majority may even lead to their destruction.
Knowing all this, how can I seek a majority decision in the
Congress? The members who will come there are bound to cast
their votes not on the merits of an issue but with an eye on the
speakers.
In these circumstances I should set forth an object-lesson m
love by sticking to my creed of noti-violcace, I must not desire to
retain control of the Congress in my hands. I should bow out of
the Congress if I cannot win over the Swarajists through humble
arguments. The success of a non-violent person lies in Ins defeat.
An advocate of non-violence never fights for power; he even propa-
gates his creed not on the strength of a majority but through spiritual
power. If his non-violence is true, he believes that ultimate victory
would be bis even when he is alone, that is to say, the creed would
Win in the end if he sticks to it in the face of death. The creed will
have to adopt a human form in order to propagate itself among
human beings. It means that someone must prepare himself to
4ie for the sake of the creed. I have, therefore, made up my mind